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Ecclesiastical History, Book 3, Chapter 25.—The Divine Scriptures that are accepted and those
that are not

1. EvAoyov o evtavBa yevopevoug avakepoiotmoachot tag ONAwOelcag g Kovng Stobnkng ypopog.
KO 91 TOKTEOV EV TPMOTOLS TV QYL TOV EVAYYEAMV TETPOKTLV, O1G ENETOL 1 TOV TPOUEEMV TOV
OTTOGTOA®Y YPOOT).

1. Since we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New Testament
which have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels;
following them the Acts of the Apostles.
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2. Meta d¢ tavtny tog [avdov kotalekteov EmMoTOANG, a1g €ENG TNV Pepopevnv loavvov mpotepay,
Kot opolwg v IeTpov KVP®TEOV EMGTOANV. ETL TOVTOLS TAKTEOV, EIYE POAVEL, TNV OTOKAAVYLV
loavvov, Tept ng Ta do&avta Kata Kapov ekOncopeda. Kol ToVTo LLEV EV OLOAOYOVUEVOLG.

2. After this must be reckoned the epistles of Paul; next in order the extant former epistle of John, and
likewise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if it really seem proper,
the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different opinions at the proper time.
These then belong among the accepted writings.
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3. Tov 8 avTiAeyopevov, YVOPIL®V 0 OVV OUMG TOG TOAAOLG, 1| Aeyopevn lokwBov gepetat, Kot 1
Iovda, n te [leTpov devtepa emoTOAN, Ko 1 ovopalopevn devtepa Kot Tpitn loavvov, e tov
EVAYYEMOTOV TUYYOVOLGOL, EITE KOL ETEPOV OUMVVLOV EKEWVE.

3. Among the disputed writings, which are nevertheless recognized by many, are extant the so-called
epistle of James and that of Jude, also the second epistle of Peter, and those that are called the second
and third of John, whether they belong to the evangelist or to another person of the same name.
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4. Ev 1016 vo0oig xatatetayfm kot tov [aviov tpa&ewv n ypaen, 0 T€ AEYOUEVOS TTOUNV, KoL |
amoxoivyis [leTpov. kot Tpog TovTotg, n eepopevn BapvaPa emGToAn, Kol TOV ATOGTOA®Y Ot
Aeyopevar ddayor €Tt TE, G PNV, N loavvov amokaAvyig, €1 avel), NV TIVES, MG PNV, 0BETOVGLY,
ETEPOL OE EYKPIVOVGL TOIG OPOAOYOVUEVOLS.

4. Among the rejected writings must be reckoned also the Acts of Paul, and the so-called Shepherd,
and the Apocalypse of Peter, and in addition to these the extant epistle of Barnabas, and the so-called
Teachings of the Apostles; and besides, as I said, the Apocalypse of John, if it seem proper, which
some, as I said, reject, but which others class with the accepted books.
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5. Hom o &v tovtoig tiveg Kou to ko efpatovg evayyelov katereéay, ® LOMOTO ELPOI®V OL TOV
XPpLoToV TOPadEEAIEVOL YALPOVOL. TAVTO LEV TOVTO TOV GVTIAEYOREVMV OV EN.

5. And among these some have placed also the Gospel according to the Hebrews, with which those of
the Hebrews that have accepted Christ are especially delighted. And all these may be reckoned among
the disputed books.
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6. Avaykoimg 0€ Kol TOLT®V OUMG TOV KATOAOYOV TEMOUeDa, S10KPIVOVTEG TOG TE KOTO TNV
EKKANGLOOTIKNV TOPOd0GTY OANOEIS KOl ATANGTOVG KOl OVAOUOAOYNUEVOS YPAPOS, KOL TOG AAANG TOPOL
TOVTOGC, OVK EVOLNONKOVG LEV, OAAN KOl AVTIAEYOLEVOGS, OUMG OE TOPO TAEIGTOLS TMV EKKANGLOCTIK®OV
YIYVOOKOUEVOGS, IV EWOEVOL EXOUEV AVTOS TE TAVTOG, KO TOS OVOLATL TV OTOGTOAMY TPOG TMV
QPETIK®V TPOPEPOUEVAG, NTol 0¢ [TeTpov Ko Owpa ko Matbia, 1 Kot Tvov Tapo TOLTOVS CAA®Y
gvayyeMa eplEYovoas, mg Avopeov Kot Imavvou Kot Tov aAA®V amocToA®Y TPAEELS, OV OVOEV
OVLIAUMG EV GLYYPOLLATL TOV KOTO TOG S100Y0G EKKANGIIGTIK®OV TIG GVNP E1G VUMV Oy OyEWV
néwoev.

6. But we have nevertheless felt compelled to give a catalogue of these also, distinguishing those
works which according to ecclesiastical tradition are true and genuine and commonly accepted, from
those others which, although not canonical but disputed, are yet at the same time known to most
ecclesiastical writers—we have felt compelled to give this catalogue in order that we might be able to
know both these works and those that are cited by the heretics under the name of the apostles,



including, for instance, such books as the Gospels of Peter, of Thomas, of Matthias, or of any others
besides them, and the Acts of Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one belonging to the
succession of ecclesiastical writers has deemed worthy of mention in his writings.
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7. Tloppw d€ OV KO O TNG PPACEMS TTALPal TO OO TO ATOGTOAIKOV EVOAAATTEL YOPOKTNP' N TE YVOUN
KOL 1] TOV €V OVTOIS PEPOUEVOV TPOULPESLS, TAEIGTOV 0G0V TNG aAnBovg opBodosiag amadovosa, 0Tt om
OPETIKMOV OVOP®V OVATAAGIATO TUYYOVEL, COPMOS TAPIGTNOY: 00V 000 £V VOOOIS VTA KOTATAKTEOV,
OAA G OTOTTOL TTOVTY) KOl SVCGEPT TOPALTNTEOV.

7. And further, the character of the style is at variance with apostolic usage, and both the thoughts and
the purpose of the things that are related in them are so completely out of accord with true orthodoxy
that they clearly show themselves to be the fictions of heretics. Wherefore they are not to be placed
even among the rejected writings, but are all of them to be cast aside as absurd and impious.
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Kawig Atdnkng Opa pot Biprovg Aéyetv: EUayyehotdc téccapog 6éxov povovg, Matdaiov, gt
Mépxov, oig Aovkdv tpitov posdeic, Apiduet 1OV Todvwny xpoéve Tétaptov, GAAA TpGrov Oym
Soyudtmv, Bpovic yap vidv gikdtmg toUtov kaA®d, Méyiotov Nynoavta 1@ Ocol Aoyw. Aéyov S€
Biprov Aovkd xal thv devtépay, TRV 1@V kaboru®v [Tpaéewv Atoctorov: TO oxeloc EEfc
mpoortifet thig Exhoyfic, TOV 1@v £Bv@V kpuka, OV Andstorov Iallov, coehs yphyovto Talg
exinoiong Emotordg dig éntd: Popaiols piav, ) xph cvvantew mpdg Kopvbiovg dvo, TRV mpoe
Toldrac, ™V e mpOg Epesiovg, Med' Qv thyv &v @kinmotc, elta TV yeypaupévny Korossaslot,
Ococorovikelot 500, Avo Tyobéw, Titw & kai Piipovt, Miav Ekdot, kal tpog EBpaiovg piav.
Tweg 8¢ pact Ty npOg EPpaiovc vobov OUk €U Aéyovies yvnoia yap N xapic Eiev. Ti Aowmdv;
Kafolxdc émotordg Tvec pev Entd pacty, ol 8€ tpeic povac Xphvar Séyec0ar, thy Toxdpov piav,
Miav te Ilétpov, 1ol T Todvvov piav. Tveg 8€ 1ag Tpeic, kal mpOg altaig tag dvo Iétpov déyovra,
v Tovda &' €B3ounv: TRV 8' Arokdhvyy 100 Todvvov v, Tveg ugv Eykpivovaty, oi mheioug 3¢ ye
N60ov Aéyovoty. OUtoc Ayevdéotatoc Kavwy Av e tv Osonvevotmv Fpap®v.
Migne's Patrologia Graeca Volume: 37

sdaa 1)
Time now for me to recite the books of the New Testament. Accept only four Evangelists,
Matthew, then Mark, to which Luke as third add; count John in time as fourth, but first in
sublimity of dogma. Son of Thunder rightly he is called, who loudly sounded forth the Word of God.
Accept from Luke a second book also, that of the catholic Acts of the Apostles.
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Add to these besides that Chosen Vessel, Herald of the Gentiles, the Apostle Paul, writing in
wisdom to the churches twice seven epistles, one to the Romans, to which must be added two to the
Corinthians, and that to the Galatians, and to the Ephesians, after which there is the one to the
Philippians, then those written to the Colossians, to the Thessalonians two, two to Timothy, and to
Titus and Philemon one each, and to the Hebrews one. Some call that to the Hebrews spurious, but
they say it not well; for the grace is genuine.
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* Migne's Patrologia Graeca Volume: 37



What then is left? Of the Catholic epistles some say seven, others only three must be accepted: one
of James, one of Peter, one of John, otherwise three of John, and with them two of Peter, and also
Jude's, the seventh.
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The Apocalypse of John, again, some approve, but most will call it spurious. This would be the most
unerring canon of the divinely inspired scriptures.
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Ta 8¢ tfig korvfig mahv oUk Okvnéov ginelv: £ott yaAp talta. eloyyeha téocapa: katd Matbdiov,
katd Mdpkov, katd Aovkdv, kata Toavvnv. eito peta talto Iipaéeis AnoctOrwv, Kal EmcTolal
kadolkol kodoUpevor T@v AroctOlmv Entd: oUtog v a. [Taxwpov] Iérpov S€ B. sita TmAvvov .
Kal usrd wl’Jwg ToUda a. npbg toUto15 Iadov drostdrov elolv Emotodal 88Katéccapsg, ) 1a&et
ypa(pOpsvou oUtac npwm mpOg Pwualovg et npOg Koprlovg 8Uo. ol usra talto npOg ToAdtag.
kal €Ef¢ TpOC E(pscloug eltal npOg d)lkmnncsloug Kol npOg Kokoccaslg xal petd wag npOC
Asccarovikeig dUo" kal I mpOg EPpaiovg: kai eUOUC mpog pév Tiud0sov dUo* mpdg S€ Titov pio. Kol
tehevtaio (| TpOc DaApova. kol Tdly Todvvov Arokdivyic.
The Greek text here is according to Johannes Kirchhofer, pp. 7-9.

daa i)
Again, it is not tedious to speak of the books of the New Testament. These are: the four Gospels,
according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
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After these, The Acts of the Apostles, and the seven epistles called Catholic: of James, one; of
Peter, two, of John, three; after these, one of Jude.
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In addition, there are fourteen epistles of Paul the apostle, written in this order: the first, to the
Romans; then, two to the Corinthians; after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians, then, to
the Philippians; then, to the Colossians; after these, two of the Thessalonians; and that to the
Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the
Revelation of John.

> The Greek text here is according to Johannes Kirchhofer, pp. 7-9.
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10i¢ 8& Tovdaiotg mapnver epevvdte 1ag ypapdc: Ot altai sict al papropoloon mepl Epol.
The Greek text here is according to Johannes Kirchhofer, pp. 7-9.

sdaa 1)
These are the fountains of salvation, that he who thirsts may be satisfied with the living words they
contain. In these alone the teaching of godliness is proclaimed. Let no one add to these; let nothing
be taken away from them.
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For concerning these the Lord put to shame the Sadducees, and said, Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures. And he reproved the Jews, saying, Search the Scriptures, for these are they that testify of
me.
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Tng o€ kovng 6100NKNG, TO TEGCAPA LOVE EVOYYEAA TO O AOUTO, WYELOETLYpaPa Kot PAafepa
toyxavel. Eypa yav kot Maviyoiot koto Oopoy evoyyelov, OTep EDmO10 TNG EVAYYEAKNG EXMVULLNG
EMIKEYXPWOOUEVOV, O1APOEIPEL TOG YLYOG TOV amAoLTEP®V. Agyov o€ kot Tag [patelg Tmv dmodeka
anoctol®v. [Ipog tovtoig de ko Tag enta, lakwpov, kat Iletpov, kKot Imavvov, kot lovda kaboiukog
EMIOTONIG EMGPPAYIGLO O TOV TOVTOV, Kol Lodntmv 10 teAevtanov, tag [aviov dekatessapag
emotolog. Ta o houta avta, ev devtepw kelohw. Kot ooca [pev] ev ekkinotong un avaytvooKeTL,
TOVTO UNOE KOTO CAVTOV avVOyIVOOKE, Kabmg nkovoas. Kat ta pev mept tovtmv, ToTa.
The Greek text here is according to Migne.

-

s4a i)
Then of the New Testament there are the four Gospels only, for the rest have false titles and are
mischievous.

% The Greek text here is according to Johannes Kirchhofer, pp. 7-9.
7 The Greek text here is according to Migne.
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The Manichaeans also wrote a Gospel according to Thomas, which being tinctured with the fragrance
of the evangelic title corrupts the souls of the simple sort.

Receive also the Acts of the Twelve Apostles; and in addition to these the seven Catholic Epistles
of James, Peter, John, and Jude; and as a seal upon them all, and the last work of the disciples, the
fourteen Epistles of Paul .
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But let all the rest be put aside in a secondary rank. And whatever books are not read in Churches,
these read not even by thyself, as thou hast heard me say. Thus much of these subjects.
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¥ Cyril of Jerusalem was a bishop of Jerusalem. The omission of Revelation from his list is due to a
general reaction against this book in the east after excessive use was made of it by the Montanist cults.
Michael Marlowe, http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon.html

? Cyril accepts 26 of the 27 NT books as canonical. The one book he doesn’t mention is Revelation. It
seems that Cyril’s reason for omitting Revelation was due to the excessive use of the book by the
Montanist cults. This was also the reason why other Fathers rejected the Apocalypse.

Sam Shamoun, http://www.answering-islam.org/Responses/Saifullah/bravo9.htm

" ALFORD conjectures that CYRIL had at some time changed his opinion, and that these references
to the Apocalypse were slips of memory whereby he retained phraseology which belonged to his
former, not his subsequent views.

Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset and David Brown Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the
Whole Bible (1871)



